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Act No. 190 (H.297) of 2014 – Sec. 29 Only 

 

* * * Retransmission Fees * * * 

Sec. 29.  30 V.S.A. § 518 is added to read: 

§ 518.  RETRANSMISSION FEES; REPORTING 

(a)  Purpose.  The purpose of this section is to provide the Attorney General 

with information necessary to investigate certain conduct within the cable and 

broadcast network industries to determine whether unfair methods of 

competition or unfair or deceptive acts or practices are occurring in violation 

of 9 V.S.A. chapter 63. 

(b)  Reporting.  Annually, beginning January 1, 2015, each commercial 

broadcasting station doing business with a Vermont cable company shall report 

to the Attorney General any fees charged for program content retransmitted on 

the cable network under a retransmission consent agreement entered into 

pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 325, for the prior calendar year. 

(c)  Investigations.  The Attorney General may investigate retransmission 

fees charged by commercial broadcasting stations, pursuant to his or her 

investigatory powers established under 9 V.S.A. chapter 63. 

(d)  Public disclosure.  The information received under this section by the 

Attorney General shall be disclosed to the public at a time and in a manner 

determined by the Attorney General to be consistent with and permitted by the 

Public Records Act and relevant provisions of federal law. 
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(e)  Enforcement.  A violation of this section constitutes an unfair and 

deceptive act and practice in commerce under 9 V.S.A. § 2453. 

(f)  The Attorney General may adopt rules he or she deems necessary to 

implement this section.  The rules, as well as any finding of unfair or deceptive 

practices with regard to retransmission consent fees, shall not be inconsistent 

with the rules, regulations, and decisions of the Federal Communications 

Commission and the federal courts interpreting the Communications Act of 

1934, as amended. 

 


